Weston Turville CE School- History Organiser Summer Terms 1 & 2

Topic: MayanCivilisation/ South America

Year: 6

Strand: History Civilasations

What should I already know?

e South America is a continent.

e Theclimate of South Americais different to that of the
UK.

¢ Human and physical geographical features of aregionin
South America.

Diagrams

Where did the Mayans live?
THE MAYA WORLD

For thousands of years, the Maya have lived
in Mesoamerica, comprised of present-day

»z

southern México, Guatemala, Belize, and parts
of Honduras and El Salvador. Today, the land of
1\ the Maya harbors thousands of archaeological
sites, most of them are still unexplored.

*Mexicocity
GULF OF MEXICO

MEXICO

PACIFIC OCEAN

e Mesoamerica

NICARAGUA

KEY: @ Town Archaclogical Site

Famous Mayan citiesinclude Palenque and Chichen Itza,which
are found in Mexico.

Mayan Society

Mayan cities had similar layouts to each other.
Theywouldhaveapalacefortheruler,aplazafor
themarketplaces and temples, in the form of
pyramids.

Mayan citieswereoftenfoundneartrade routes
and good farmland.

Mayans were polytheists, believing in many nature
gods or deities.

Priests were considered the most important
peopleinthe Mayan culture. Warriors, craftsmen and
traders werenext in the hierarchy. Farmers,
workers and slaves were at the bottom of the
hierarchy.

Mayan merchants traded many goods including salt,
cotton, honey and jade.

The Mayan calendar (Tzolkin) consisted of 260

days and 13 months.

The demise of the Mayan civilisation came about
because of amixture of deforestation, land
erosion and drought.

Vocabulary

archaeologist

someone who studies the past by exploring old remains

architecture

the art of planning, designing and constructing buildings

Chichen Itza

avillage inYucatdn state in Mexico: site of important
Mayan
ruins. A UNESCO World Heritage Site

civilisation ahuman society with its own social organisationand
culture.
climate the general weather conditions that are typical of it.
continent avery largeareaof land that consists of many countries.
South
America is a continent.
activities such as the arts and philosophy, which are
culture

consideredto beimportant for the development of
civilisation

deforestation

if an area is deforested, all the trees there are cut
down

deities a god or goddess
demise something or someone is their end or death
drought a long period of time during which no rain falls.
erosion the gradual destruction and removal of rock or soil
. a system of organising people into different ranks
hierarchy or levels of importance, for example in society
indigenous people or things belong to the country inwhich they are
found
human ;
geography features of land that have been impacted by human
activity
of, relating to, or characteristic of the Maya or any of
Mayan their
lahguages
merchant a person who buys or sells goods in large quantities

Mesoamerica

Central America-the countries consist of Mexico,
Guatemala,

El Salvador,and Belize; and the westernsections of

UanAdiimae and Nlicrananiin and nanthann Facta Dira

They had many monuments, pyramids and devised a writing and
maths system. The

c. AD 250: By this stage, the Mayan had many established cities.

c. AD 840: The quality of the fieldsis poor, and this
combined with land erosion, leadsto adrought.

Today...there are still 7 million indigenous
Mayanpeoplelivingin Central America.

Timeline

becoming less fertile.

1
c. AD 600: The Mayan population exceeded 5,000,000 people. Excessive farming and
deforestation duetooverflowfromthe cities were commonplace andthisledtoland

¢. AD 900: Many Mayan cities are deserted
due to deforestation, drought and war.



https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/village
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mexico
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mexico
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/general
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/typical
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/philosophy
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/important
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/development
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/level
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/importance
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/maya
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/buy
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sell
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/quantity
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/worship
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/belief
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/god
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/general
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/general

Weston Turville CE School- History Organiser Summer Terms 1 & 2

Topic: MayanCivilisation/ South America Year: 6 Strand: History Civilasations
; ion 4: iti
Question 1: What does the Start of | End of QU?STIM Mayan cities Start of | End of Question8: The Mayans Start End of
. . . thrivedbecausetheywere . . . of .
wordMesoamericamean? unit: unit: . unit: unit: traded...(tick two) . unit:
- located near...(tick two) unit:
South America -
- trade routes rice
North America
- monuments cacao beans
Central America
Araentin temples salt
2 good farmland bronze
Question 2: Place these Question5: Mayan cities Start of | End of Question9: The Mayans Start
people in order of where Start of | End of were ver'ysim'ilar'-fhey unit: unit: were famous because of of E”d. O_f
ﬂ.\ey would appear in Mayan unit: unit: usually contained... their..(tick three) unit: unit:
hler'a'r‘chy (number 1-4) a marketplace architecture
warriors a palace forests
far'mer's a temple early writing and
priests a plaza number system
slaves all of the above calendar system
- Question 6: The Mayans
Question 3: A person Vf’h° Start of | End of exchanged goods between cities. ST(:\:_ of En:i:_f Question 10: One of the
believesinmanygodsis unit: unit: This is called.. i i reasons we know about the Start
called... b . . End of
. uying Mayaisbecauseof their of it
an OThQIST trade codices. These unit: '
a polyfhel.s‘r selling were...
an agnostic stealing calendars
a druid written inscriptions on
Ques‘rion. 7: Deforestation led to start of| End of sof‘r tree bark
the demise of the Maya nit: nit: ruins
people. This is because.. ' un temples

the land became less fertile

there was nowhere for the
animals to live

it caused pollution




