
Science Year 1: Animals  
What should we already know? 

 The names of some common animals, their babies and basic understanding of their habitats. 
 (wild British animals and birds, farm, basic exotic) 

 The parts of the human body and how they are associated with each sense.  
 Body parts: shoulder, wrist, knee ankle, elbow 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

 Different animal groups 

 Animals can be classified in different ways – eg 
by their diet, by their features 

 Basic animal structures and their purposes 

Key skills: 

 Identify and name a variety of common animals 
 Describe and compare the structure of a variety 

of animals 
 Group animals according to what they eat 

 Ask and answer questions 

 

 Vocabulary 

backbone 
the column of small linked bones down 

the middle of your back 

carnivores an animal that eats meat 

cold-blooded 
a body temperature that changes 

according to the surrounding temperature 

 
environment 

all the circumstances, people, things, and 

events around them that influence their 

life 

farm 
an area of land used to produce crops or to 

breed animals and livestock 

 
gills 

the organs on the sides of fish and other 

water creatures through which they 

breathe 

herbivore an animal that only eats plants 

 
invertebrate 

a creature that does not have a spine, 

for example an insect, a worm, or an 

octopus 

omnivore 
person or animal eats all kinds of food, 

including both meat and plants 

pet a tame animal kept in a household 

temperature a measure of how hot or cold something is 

vertebrate a creature which has a spine 

 
warm-blooded 

a fairly high body temperature which does 

not change much and  is not affected by 
the surrounding temperature 

 
wild 

animals or plants that live or grow in 

natural surroundings and are not looked 

after by people 
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Science Year 1: Animals  
Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


