
  

Rowan Class Autumn Term 1 2026 

Welcome to the new school year at Weston Turville CE 

School. Some of you will be new to the school, so this 

letter is just to put you in the picture. 

Class Teachers in all year groups compile a newsletter like this one so that you have some idea what 

your children will be learning at school each term. Hopefully, it serves as a useful resource to you as 

your child moves through the school.  You will also receive weekly school notes.  Please check this as 

it will have upcoming dates for your diary or things you need to provide for your child. 

We choose various topics to use as a tool for delivering the objectives from the EYFS curriculum. 

This term we will spend at least three weeks settling children into their new environment and ensure 

they feel comfortable and safe to learn.  We will link this settling in period to our topic of ourselves 

and our village. As part of this topic we will be looking at the stories “Colour Monster,” “Owl Babies” 

and “Supertato”.  Also, as part of their settling in we will use some of the children’s interests to 

develop activities.  Please ensure your child has their Special Box to share, we can’t wait to see 

them! We may keep them in school for a couple of weeks to ensure we have spent time with each 

child. We will also be celebrating harvest in our class this term. 

We like to plan our activities relating to children’s experiences and interests so that the children 

feel in control, so some of the topics might be changing slightly. Please encourage your children to 

tell us of any special interests or experiences they have had out of school to build a week of learning 

around.  

Also, find below the Rowan Class Timetable. This is just so that you have a guide of what your child 

may be doing on particular days throughout the week.  We also hope it will be a reminder of when PE 

kits of any other equipment or resources might be needed. We do not adhere to this timetable 

rigidly, it is more of a guide, as we like to be flexible in our teaching and take opportunities for 

learning as they arise. Children will not be following this timetable in full straight away, as we like to 

take things a step at a time. The sessions in the library will hopefully start after half term when the 

children will be settled. PE will be on Thursday morning when we go full time and we will also be doing 

short Bikeability sessions with balance bikes.   

The children have been fantastic coming in so far for our visits.  We would just like to remind 

parents to stay outside the main gate till 8:40. The gate  will be open for the Acorn class but often 

we are still setting up the outside area for the day. You will be welcomed at the classroom door at 

8.40. When the cloakroom becomes very full of parents on the first few mornings, it can become 

particularly crowded and overwhelming for the children. We would like to take the lead of other 

Reception classes in the area and ask parents politely to drop their children at the door. We have 

several members of staff on duty to help the children find their peg and settle.  

 Please can we also remind parents we ask that chocolate or products containing nuts are not put in 

the children’s lunch boxes. (If your child is not having a hot school dinner) It would also make a huge 

difference if you check lunch boxes and water bottles are clearly named as it helps us return them 

to the correct child if they become lost. 

The nature of the work done in Foundation is very reliant on consumable materials. Sadly the budget 

does not always cover our needs and we do like to make their learning as fun and as interesting as 



possible. Should you be in the supermarket and you would like to support the school by buying some 

resources, we would be very grateful.  We will let you know what we are running low on.  Plain flour, 

cream of tartar and salt are greatly appreciated as we will be frequently making new playdough.  Pom 

poms, pipe cleaners, googly eyes and lollipop sticks are also very popular when the children model 

make so we always like them being given to us. 

We love to cook with the children because it offers great mathematical opportunities (counting, 

measuring, number recognition), communication and language, science (looking at materials changing 

form), healthy eating, sharing and so much more. We will occasionally ask for various ingredients 

during the year. This has worked well,  thanks to the generosity of previous parents. Thank you in 

advance for this. 

Once you have logged on to Tapestry, you will receive occasional messages, photos and notifications 

for your child. Whilst it isn’t possible to report on each child every day we will do our best to update 

you on your child’s achievements as often as possible. If you have trouble getting started, please 

ask.  

If you haven’t yet returned your ‘All about me’ document please return it as soon as possible as it 

really helps us to get to know your children very quickly in the early days. 

Mrs Gelly will be in the class on Mondays, part of Tuesdays and all day Wednesdays.  Miss Pedrick 

will be on site daily but will be in the class for part of Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. We are 

joined by our wonderful assistants, Mrs Davies and Mrs Kemp. When your child begins school it can 

be a very exciting but anxious time for the children and the parents. We are here to help, so if 

there is anything at all you wish to discuss, please do not hesitate to ask.  
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All these areas of learning have equal weighting on the children’s profiles, so if you do wish to do 

some activities with your children at home, please remember not to focus solely on Literacy and 

Numeracy. 

Basic Daily Timetable 

Funky fingers 

Register 

Squiggle While you Wiggle -Flipper Flappers / Dough Disco 

Phonics 

Snack 

Drawing Club (English) 

Discovery Time 

Poem 

Lunch 

Register 

Maths 

Discovery Time 

Topic/Helicopter Stories/Story/Collective Worship 

* Glossary of terms below 

 

 

 

 



Discovery time – Child initiated learning through play and adult directed activities. 

Dough Disco – tapping and moulding a small piece of dough to develop the children’ hand strength 

and dexterity. 

Squiggle While You Wiggle – Dancing with scarves using the large movements which develop gross 

motor skills to support writing. 

Funky Fingers – a range of activities to develop hand strength. 

Helicopter Stories – A child dictates a story to an adult.  The story is read to the class while 

some of the class act it out. 

Drawing Club - an opportunity for children to use their imagination and mark make, linked to a 

weekly story book, traditional tale or cartoon.  

 

 


